A Primer on Building

A Diagram for Starting

KEY

Real Property

Real Property by definition means you can't carry it from
place to place — it is a place. Real Property includes the sky
above and the earth below.

rF 4 Fa
/ . Buildable Area
A 45 There are rules for where and what one can build within their

Real Property. The rules are based on common safety and
well-being. This often includes setbacks from the edges of
the Real Property.

Resources

Resources are what one can bring to bear to change a piece
of Real Property. Money is a symbol for the ability to move
Resources to the Real Property.

Services

Une o fne compensations for not oeing gtk o 'buld on
portions of the Real Property is connection to services —
water, gas, electricity, sewage disposal and roads.

Sun

The pattern of the sun greatly affects the form of a building.
The position on the Earth (longitude and latitude) affects how
much sun exposure occurs each season. The moon also
rises and sets.

—————~Wind

The position of a building can take advantage of breezes.
A This can help cool a building in a warm climate. In a cool
& climate the building needs protection from cool breezes.
& -~ Rain

Rain requires the use of durable materials properly joined
when building. The channeling of water on the land is also
required to avoid damage.

Soils

Soils react to the Sun, Wind and Rain. Some soils are
stable and some move around a bit. The soil type
determines how you build onto the Real Property.

— Topography
Hills and valleys, however large or small, may affect the
position of a building. The pattern of wind and water around
the land can serve to cool and protect a building.

@ g . Views
There are sightlines towards, away from and within Real
Property. These can serve to provide privacy or connection
from place to place.

— Flora
The trees, grasses and plants that occur naturally are
already used to the place. Careful study of these will help

2@ /\% with new plantings.

Creatures can remain if they do not undermine the use of the

Real Property. Their habits and patterns can be studied to
e better utilize the land.

A —m———  Pgople
People are creatures too. Their habits and needs should be

very well known before any building occurs. Building always
occurs for people.

S Time
Building and planning to build takes time. Time is often
equated with money. The cost of the urgency needs to be
set against the advantages of that urgency.

- Memory
Real Property always has a history. People value the
memory of a place and this can affect how one builds.
Memory is a reflection back into time with value.

Building on Real Property

Securing property and constructing a building is difficult and
costly. Buildings are diagrams of how we relate to each other
and how we relate to nature. For that reason building is also one
of the most meaningful human actions. No other human product
must reconcile as many variables as do buildings.

The attached Primer describes just the beginning of the process.
Other Primers address each of the elements briefly described in
the KEY and shown on the diagram.

Understanding the attached Primer is necessary to create

architecture but in no way guarantees architecture. That goal is
outlined in a concluding Primer.
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